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 In this personal narrative, I will explore the social, historical and cultural implications of 

my name. Specifically, I hope to establish how my name has influenced my growth in life. In 

doing so, I will support the notion that the name which parents give their children at birth are not 

arbitrary in their meaning even if they are arbitrary in their assignment. 

 The social reality surrounding my name is that few individuals in North America are 

named Harley; this makes the designation relatively memorable to people. Specifically, in the 

United States my name is the six-hundred and thirty-second most popular among boys (CMI 

Marketing Inc., 2014). As such, it is rare for me to meet someone who knows another person 

who shares my name. Moreover, I have never met someone else named Harley. All this to say, if 

I am the only Harley you know, you are less likely to forget me. Therefore, in a social capacity, 

people who met me many years ago will still remember me.  

 From an historical perspective, my name has not always been as unique as it is today. In 

fact, between the 1880s and 1930s, my name fell between roughly two to three hundred in the 

rankings (CMI Marketing Inc., 2014). Hence, while still not the most common name, it was far 

more common than it was today. This is not surprising as the name’s cultural origins are English 

and Welsh; there was a far greater percentage of European immigrants in North America before 

the first world war. 

 Culturally, my name has not typically inspired the sense of allure associated with the 

United Kingdom so much as it has conjured images of hefty gentlemen on motorbikes. Indeed, 

the motorcycle culture has inevitably followed me simply because of my moniker. Today, the 

most common occurrence is people asking me if I own a motorcycle. On occasion, I will be 

eating at a La Belle Province, or similar establishment, when a motorcycling enthusiast who 
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happens to hear my name approaches me to inquire if he heard correctly. Of course, the idea that 

someone could be named after a motorcycle is exciting. In addition, in the mind of the inquirer, 

surely such a person must also be interested in Harley-Davidson. In fact, I cannot ride a motor 

bike and I have no interest in bantering over the subject.  

 I do wonder if during the time when my name was more popular the cultural implications 

were different. As Canadians, we do still seem to feel a sentimental attachment to England. I 

imagine that a name like Harley would have carried some prestige with it when our country was 

in its infancy. Although, it may have been more of a hindrance in French Canada among the local 

francophone population; I would likely not have chosen to live in Montreal during the 1880s 

with an English name like Harley. 

 Today, my name does very little to affect my political views. Suffice to say, the fact that I 

am anglophone makes me unlikely to vote for a Quebec sovereigntist party. I have always been a 

staunch liberal (note the lower-case L) but this may have more to do with my geographical 

orientation than my name. Yet, if my mother had named me Stephen, perhaps I would be more 

right-leaning. Regardless, just before Confederation, one could probably tell which party 

someone would vote for based on their name alone. If you had a name like Angus or Harley, you 

were almost guaranteed to be voting for the English party. However, if your name was Louis or 

Conan, you were just as likely to be voting for the Patriote Party (CBC, 2001). 

 This personal narrative is merely an example of one individual’s experience with their 

name. It is possible that, given due consideration, any individual may find that their own name 

has garnered more implications in their own life than they first realize. As such, the name given 

to you at birth may be more meaningful that one first considered. 
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